
 

 

Side Scan Data Review for  Potential Shipwrecks  

From the  Sydney Offshore Side Scan preformed by the  

Dept of NSW Public Works 1980 ɀ 1982  

Data Captured from  the Original Raw Negatives  of the 

paper record  

www.NSWwrecks.info  

Positional accuracy (all data in WGS 84 DD MM.mmm) 

1) All data originally collected via shore based transponders in AMG (66) converted to WGS 84 say approx ±15m 

2) Layback often not recorded  

3) No slant range correction 

Search area basis should be considered as 

1) Raw positional data plus an additional approx 30m in direction of travel 

2) Up to 150 meters of layback from Raw positional data in reverse direction of travel 

3) 15m inside of approx slant range correction and 15m outside of Raw positional data 

  

http://www.nswwrecks.info/


 

 

Results  
80 Targets have been found and rated some of these were known wrecks such as the Royal Shepherd, Annie M Miller 

and the HMAS Kookaburra these were considered as positive 

Rob Casson from Fun dive had a number of άLetter wrecksέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ флΩǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǾŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

unsure if all were when discovered in the side scan records these were considered Very High 

The remainder were ranked between low medium and high 

If a image was found in adjoining Blocks it was counted twice (as the images were not georeferenced at that stage) 

The summary is presented 

 
Low Medium High Very High Positive 

Block 1 3 2 1 
  Block 2 1 2 

   Block 3 1 
 

2 
  Block 4 

 
3 

   Block 5 3 3 3 
  Block 6 2 1 1 
  Block 7 1 1 2 1 

 Block 8 2 10 9 4 4 
Block 9 2 3 1 2 1 
Block 10 - 11 

  
1 

  Block 12 2 1 2 
  Block 13 - 14 

     Block 15 1 2 
    

This includes  

2 Letter wreck double ups 

1 positive and 1 High double up 

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Very High 
Unique Identifier 

Wreck Target 
Calibration 1 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Original Heading of Scan 

XX degrees 
Comments 

To show what wrecks look like 
in the old Public Works Scans 
 
As well as to provide an idea of 
the accuracy of the position in 
relation to the know wreck 
position  
 
Note some public works side 
scan data gave the layback 
others did not 

Royal Sheppard Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan data) 
 

 

Annie M Miller Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan data) 
 

 

Wreck A Tom Uglies Barge Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 

Wreck B Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Very High 
Unique Identifier 

Wreck Target 
Calibration 2 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Original Heading of Scan 

XX degrees 
Comments 

To show what wrecks look like 
in the old Public Works Scans 
 
As well as to provide an idea of 
the accuracy of the position in 
relation to the know wreck 
position  
 
Note some public works side 
scan data gave the layback 
others did not 

Wreck D Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 

Wreck E Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 

Wreck G Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 

Wreck H Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 
 

 
  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Very High 
Unique Identifier 

Wreck Target 
Calibration 3 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Original Heading of Scan 

XX degrees 
Comments 

To show what wrecks look like 
in the old Public Works Scans 
 
As well as to provide an idea of 
the accuracy of the position in 
relation to the know wreck 
position  
 
Note some public works side 
scan data gave the layback 
others did not 

Wreck E (Alternative view) Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in 
original side scan data) 

 
 

HMAS Kookaburra Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan data) 

 
 

Wreck A Tom Uglies Barge (Alternative view) Layack corrected (layback had been given in 
original side scan data) 

 
 

Wreck D Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in original side scan 
data) 

 

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Very High 
Unique Identifier 

Wreck Target 
Calibration 4 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

Xx meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Original Heading of Scan 

XX degrees 
Comments 

To show what wrecks look like 
in the old Public Works Scans 
 
As well as to provide an idea of 
the accuracy of the position in 
relation to the know wreck 
position  
 
Note some public works side 
scan data gave the layback 
others did not 

Wreck H (Alternative view) Rob Casson Mark Layack corrected (layback had been given in 
original side scan data) 

 

 

  

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Medium 
Unique Identifier 

Block 1 Targets 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

 
Original Heading of Scan 

 
Comments 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Low 
Unique Identifier 

Block 1 Target 1 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

Block 1 424 to 427 50m 
Layback.kmz 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

50 meters 
DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

50 meters approx 
33° 41.857'S 
151° 22.345'E 
Original Heading of Scan 

North 0.4 degrees 
Comments 

Long and straight but not much 
structure 
 
May be too Long for wreckage 
 
No layback distances given 
assumed by looking at a reef 
edge from 2 adjoining scans 
 
Potential double bounce sound 
reflection from surface but only 
for this short distance? 
 
Depth of water 54 meters 
 
Anchor or trawl scour? 
 

Overall Location Plan (GE) 

 

Google Earth Side Scan Image 

 

Original Side Scan Image 

 

Detail 

 
 

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Low 
Unique Identifier 

Block 1 Target 2 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ or file name 

Block 1 Ancill 20 to 23 50m 
Layback assumed.kmz 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

50 meters 
33° 42.271'S 
151° 19.415'E 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

50 meters approx 
33° 42.270'S 
151° 19.404'E 
Original Heading of Scan 

North 5.5 degrees 
Comments 

Block 1 Ancill Fixes 20 to 23 
50m Layback assumed  
 
No layback distances given 
assumed by looking at a reef 
edge from 2 adjoining scans 
 
Long and straight  
 
17 meters of water 
 
No real shadow may be a wall 
coming up giving a hard return 
with no shadow much structure 
 

Overall Location Plan (GE) 

 

Google Earth Side Scan Image 

 

Original Side Scan Image 

 

Detail 

 

  



 

Wreck Likelihood  

Low 
Unique Identifier 

Block 1 Target 3 
CƛȄΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

Block 1 347 to 348 50m 
layback.kmz 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Off Side scan 

DD MM.mmm 
DD MM.mmm 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Layback Corrected 

50 meters 
33° 41.863'S 
151° 21.456'E 
Lat Long WGS 84  
Slant Range &Layback Corrected 

50 meters approx 
33° 41.864'S 
151° 21.442'E 
Original Heading of Scan 

North 0.4 degrees 
Comments 

Feature on a flat sandy bottom 
 
Potential small reef? 
 
Potential Ballast Pile? 
 
May be too long and large of a 
wreck 
 
51 meters of Water 
 
No layback distances given 
assumed by looking at a reef 
edge from 2 adjoining scans 
 
 

Overall Location Plan (GE) 

 

Google Earth Side Scan Image 

 

Original Side Scan Image 

 

Detail 
 

  


